
Thank Y�
FOR MAKING IWRA’S ISLANDS WATER 
CONGRESS A SUCCESS! 

www.islandswatercongress.org #IslandsWaterCongress2024

Thank you to all who participated and contributed 
to making this event a success. Your insights, 
passion, and dedication to the vital issue of water 
management on islands have been truly inspiring.

The discussions we had at the Congress reflect 
the global importance of our collective work. The 
future of water management, particularly for island 
communities, is critical to ensuring resilience and 
sustainability in the face of climate change and 
growing demands. The connections made here, 
ideas shared, and the commitments taken will shape 
the way forward. 

HOSTED AND ORGANISED BY

ISC Members photographed with IWRA President, Yuanyuan Li

A special thank you goes out to everyone who made 
this event possible—our hosts the Faroese Geological 
Survey (Jarðfeingi), the International Scientific 
Community members, IWRA Board Members and 
Executive O�ice, speakers, sponsors, rapporteurs, 
and volunteers.

Please scan or click 
here to complete the 
participant feedback 
survey

https://islandswatercongress.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBaPv8I-ngc9YBHcF_8gGY3WVnYGfA982445R6V4ufycVuSQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBaPv8I-ngc9YBHcF_8gGY3WVnYGfA982445R6V4ufycVuSQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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AT A GLANCE

196 PARTICIPANTS FROM 
40 COUNTRIES 
81 SPEAKERS  
10 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
15 REGULAR SESSIONS 
5 SPECIAL SESSIONS 
4 CREATIVE SHOWCASES
1 HIGH-LEVEL POLICY 
ROUNDTABLE
PRESENTATIONS RELATED 
TO 33 ISLANDS AND  
4 ISLANDS GROUPINGS

Connecting Islands
FOR GLOBAL WATER SOLUTIONS

“Through the Congress we got a dialogue 
started on the importance of water in the 
Faroes, raising awareness,  and how to better 
manage our resources sustainably. ”
Óluva Reginsdóttir Eidesgaard, Co-Chair, 
International Scientific Community (ISC) of 
IWRA’s 1st Islands Water Congress

“The congress is called the 1st for a reason. It 
will not definitely be the last step. ” 
Francesco Sindicio
Co-Chair, International Scientific Community 
(ISC) of IWRA’s 1st Islands Water Congress

https://islandswatercongress.org/


WHAT WE LEARNED  
AND WHERE WE’RE 
HEADED  
IWRA 1st Islands Water Congress hosted by 
Jarðfeingi (the Faroese Geological Survey) 
delivered crucial insights into the unique challenges 
and opportunities for water management on 
islands, bringing together global perspectives and 
expertise. Over the course of the Congress, several 
key themes and takeaways emerged. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS AND OUTCOMES
• �Collaboration is Essential: Islands share common

challenges in water management, and collaboration 
across regions is key to overcoming these issues.
Islands can lead the way showcasing innovation,
with lessons that sometimes can be applied
globally.

• �Water Management is Complex: Water is not only
a technical resource, but also deeply intertwined
with cultural, political, and emotional factors.

Effective policies need to reflect these dimensions 
to meet the needs of island communities.

• �Climate Resilience is Critical: Climate change
poses a significant threat to island freshwater
resources. Building resilience through adaptive
policies and infrastructure is a priority for island
communities.

• �The Water-Energy Nexus: Addressing the
interconnection between water and energy is vital
for the sustainability of island societies and their
ecosystems. Efficient technologies and renewable
energy sources must be integrated into water
management strategies.

• �Data-Driven Decision Making: Monitoring is
essential for managing groundwater and freshwater 
resources, but data collection should be purposeful
and targeted to address specific needs and
challenges. It also needs to be transparent in order
to build trust and confidence in the management of
freshwater.

• �Public Awareness and Engagement: Educating
the public about water conservation and the
processes behind water management is crucial
for fostering sustainable practices. Communities
need to understand the value and cost of water
resources.
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• �Institutional and Regulatory Frameworks: There
is no one size fits all model of institutional and
regulatory framework. On some islands, having a
strong, centralised framework law will be effective.
On others, freshwater management can be
reflected in a layer of laws and regulations. What
is important is that those in charge of the laws and
their implementation have the necessary political
and institutional coordination.

• �Innovation and Adaptation: Islands can lead the
way in innovation by applying lessons from other
regions and adapting them to their unique contexts.
They are ideal testing grounds for sustainable
solutions, but must avoid being seen merely as
“laboratories”.

• �International Knowledge Sharing: Despite
differences in geography and economy, islands can
benefit from sharing knowledge and best practices,
especially in areas like renewable energy and
freshwater management.

RESOLUTIONS AND COMMITMENTS
• �Faroe Islands and Prince Edward Island signed a

Memorandum of Understanding Establishing the 
Torshavn Dialogue on Sustainable Freshwater
Management on Islands. The Parties of the MoU
will contribute to ongoing international processes
in the field of freshwater management relevant both
directly or indirectly to islands, they will exchange
good practices and identify concrete actions and
possible investments in the field of sustainable
freshwater. Both Parties are keen to attract other
islands to the MoU starting with Malta, which has
already started the internal procedures to join the
MoU.

• �The IWRA Islands Water Task Force will
be established to maintain engagement and
collaboration among participants to the Congress
Series and through them their island communities.
It will also coordinate input into IWRA’s next World
Water Congress from an island dimension.

• �A legal expert group composed of relevant
members of the Congress ISC will continue to
support and advise the Faroe Islands in their
process of revising their water law legislation and
regulation.

• �Two special issues of the Water International and
Island Studies Journals are being planned, bringing
together a selected number of papers from the
Congress.

• �The Congress highlighted the importance of
addressing the economic and financial aspects of
water management, with a focus on involving the
industry sector in future discussions.

OUTPUT
One of the Congress’ main outputs will be the 
IWRA Islands Water Congress Policy Report, 
scheduled to be released in early 2025. This report 
will focus on regulation and will share policy 
recommendations aimed at the Faroe Islands, as 
well as good practices coming from other islands. 
Ultimately, this report along with the 1st Islands 
Water Congress has triggered discussions towards 
a potential new water law in the Faroe Islands to be 
approved by the Parliament in 2025. Once the report 
is published, participants are encouraged to share 
the report with their governments, wider freshwater 
local stakeholders including local communities. 
Participants of the 1st IWRA Islands Water Congress 
are encouraged to attend IWRA’s upcoming XIX 
World Water Congress in 2025 and to bring to it a 
unique island perspective.

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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HIGH-LEVEL POLICY ROUNDTABLE 
FRESHWATER AND ISLANDS,  
THE ROLE OF REGULATION
The High-Level Policy Roundtable brought together 
representatives from the Faroe Islands, Prince 
Edward Island (Canada), and Malta to discuss 
the evolution of freshwater management on their 
respective islands. Moderated by Francesco Sindico, 
the session focused on the historical and regulatory 
challenges these islands face, as well as the potential 
for collaboration and knowledge-sharing across 
island nations.

Key Takeaways	
• ��Islands can lead the way in developing water management 

solutions that have broader applicability.

• ��Effective water regulation requires cross-sector
collaboration, clear roles, and responsibilities, particularly 
as water management touches on agriculture, finance,
economy, and tourism.

• ��Transparency and public engagement are critical to
ensuring that water policies are accepted and successful.

• ��The integration of freshwater and saltwater management
is essential for island sustainability, particularly in
addressing challenges posed by climate change.

• ��Small islands serve as testing grounds for innovative
water management solutions, providing lessons that can
benefit larger countries.

“We (the islands) are going to save them (big countries).” 
Steven Myers, Minister of Environment, Energy and 
Climate Action, Prince Edward Island

“Water regulation is fragmented and touches many 
areas like agriculture, finance, economy, and tourism. We 
need to work across ministries to form a cohesive front. 
Clear roles and responsibilities are essential for effective 
management.”
Manuel Sapiano,  CEO, the Energy and Water Agency 
(EWA), Ministry of  Environment, Energy and Enterprise, 
Malta 

“Our legislation is old and fragmented. We need 
comprehensive laws that cover all water use to ensure 
sustainable practices. Although it seems we have plenty of 
water in the Faroes, centralising water regulation is crucial 
to guarantee quality for citizens.” 
Ingelín Strøm, Minister of Environment, Housing, and 
Labour Market Affairs, the Faroe Islands

Congress 
HIGHLIGHTS 
This Congress was filled with impactful moments! From inspiring keynotes to thought-provoking 
discussions, here are some highlights.

From left to right: Ingilín Strøm, Manuel Sapiano, Steven Myers,  
and Francesco Sindico 

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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KEYNOTE SESSION 
ISLANDS AND FRESHWATER 
IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
Speakers Andrias Klein Gregorlussen and Dr. Ronald Roopnarine 
explored how climate change affects islands like the Faroe Islands and 
those in the Caribbean, highlighting both shared vulnerabilities and 
unique challenges.

Key Takeaways
• �Effective communication is crucial to ensuring that climate data is understood

by policymakers and the public, facilitating better decision-making.

• �Clear roles and responsibilities among organisations are essential to avoid
confusion and ensure effective action.

• �Empowering young leaders and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration are
important to building climate resilience.

• �Water management is highly context-specific and requires streamlined
institutional frameworks and robust data management.

KEYNOTE SESSION 
ISLAND, FRESHWATER, AND CULTURE: 
NARRATIVES FROM THE PACIFIC
Speakers Dr. Kamanamaikalani Beamer, Full Professor, University 
of Hawaiʻi, Mānoa and Milika Naqasima Sobey, Technical Adviser-
Coastal Ecosystems, GIZ Pacific, discussed the rich history of water 
management in Hawai’i and Fiji, and highlighted the deep cultural 
connections between communities and their freshwater resources.

Key Takeaways
• �Understanding the history of the sites is extremely useful to develop more holistic 

solutions that tackle the main sources of persistent management challenges.

• �The importance of water as a resource has been engrained throughout many
generations.

• �A weak institutional framework can easily lead to mismanagement of water
resources, underscoring the need for robust frameworks.

“People are both drivers of, and 
the solution to major environmental 
challenges. When actions lack 
consequences, chaos is an inevitable 
outcome.” 
Dr. Ronald Roopnarine, Senior 
Lecturer, University of the West 
Indies, Network Manager of 
Caribbean WaterNet, and ISC 
Member of IWRA’s 1st Islands Water 
Congress

“We can make an impact by sharing 
our knowledge and experience from 
around the world in the process 
of adapting to the upcoming 
environment.” 
Andrias Klein Gregoriussen, 
Meteorologist, the Faroese 
Meteorological Office and weather 
presenter,  the Faroese national 
television and radio

“Our approach towards water is often 
too anthropocentric, we should also 
do those efforts for the good of the 
stream itself...Humans don’t create 
water, we are all blessed with what 
we have here.” 
Dr. Kamanamaikalani Beamer, 
Full Professor, Dana Naone Hall 
Endowed Chair in Hawaiian Studies, 
Literature, & the Environment, 
University of Hawaiʻi, Mānoa

From left to right: Ronald and Andrias

From left to right: Francesco, Kamanamaikalani,  
and Milika

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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KEYNOTE SESSION 
HOW TO EFFECTIVELY SHARE FRESHWATER 
GOOD PRACTICES
James Ellsmoor, CEO of Island Innovation, emphasised the importance 
of informal collaboration among islands, regardless of their diverse 
geographic and socio-economic contexts. He advocated for a culture of 
open communication, knowledge-sharing, and mutual learning.

Key Takeaways
• �Sharing stories, experiences, and expertise across islands is essential for driving 

innovation, even when contexts differ.

• �Islands should not be labelled as “laboratories” for testing new ideas, as this
could be misinterpreted by the public.

• �Informal collaborations among islands are highly encouraged and often lead to
meaningful exchanges.

• �Subnational islands need representation in international projects to ensure
their participation and inclusion.

KEYNOTE SESSION 
ISLAND PERSPECTIVES FROM URBAN AREAS: 
THE CASE OF TÓRSHAVN, FAROE ISLANDS, AND 
OTTAWA, CANADA
Dr. Mary Trudeau, from Envirings Inc, and IWRA Project Officer, 
and Bjørn  Holm, Manager, Municipal Waterworks, The municipality 
of Tórshavn, Faroe Islands, explored the similarities and differences 
in freshwater management between the urban areas of Tórshavn in 
the Faroe Islands and Ottawa, Canada. Despite their geographical 
differences, both cities face significant challenges in managing 
water resources, particularly when it comes to public awareness and 
infrastructure inefficiencies.

Key Takeaways
• �There are more similarities than differences between water management

challenges in island and non-island urban areas.

• �Raising public awareness about water conservation is crucial, as many people
take water availability for granted.

• �Both Ottawa and Tórshavn face inefficiencies in their potable water systems,
using high-quality drinking water for non-drinking purposes.

• �Understanding where water comes from and the processes involved in its
management is key to encouraging more sustainable water practices.

James Ellsmoor

Bjørn Holm 

Mary Trudeau

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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SPECIAL SESSION
FAROE ISLANDS WATER ADMINISTRATION
As part of the Congress, the Faroe Islands used the opportunity to raise 
awareness about their local freshwater challenges. Despite the common 
perception of water abundance in the Nordic region, including the Faroe 
Islands, the need for sustainable freshwater management is a pressing 
issue.

On Thursday, 5th September, a special session was held in the Faroese 
language, drawing 60 participants from across the islands. During the 
session, attendees agreed on the creation of a Faroese Water Forum. 
This forum will bring together stakeholders who are working on or 
interested in ensuring the availability of freshwater resources, promoting 
periodic collaboration on water management in the islands.

Freshwater management was also highlighted during Tórshavn 
Environment Week 2024, where local initiatives were discussed. 
Additionally, schools across the Faroe Islands will soon incorporate 
freshwater resource projects into their educational programmes 
to engage students in this important issue. These activities form a 
significant local legacy of the IWRA’s 1st Islands Water Congress and 
demonstrate the lasting impact of the event on the Faroe Islands.

Key Takeaways
• �Improved regulation is needed to meet future population and industry demands, 

particularly for the land-based salmon industry.

• �Better regulation and data collection on geothermal wells are essential for
future research and understanding groundwater systems.

• �Increased mapping of existing water supplies and catchment areas across
municipalities is needed.

• �Regular updates to wastewater plans are crucial, but implementation remains
slow due to ongoing changes and new regulations.

• �Comprehensive calculations of rainwater runoff, groundwater recharge, and
evaporation across the Islands are necessary for various applications.

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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CLOSING CEREMONY RECAP  
A MEMORABLE CONCLUSION TO THE 
ISLANDS WATER CONGRESS 2024 
The Congress concluded with a powerful closing ceremony, celebrating 
the collective achievements of participants from over 40 countries, 
including 33 islands. The event underscored the Congress’ lasting impact, 
particularly with the signing of a  Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the Faroe Islands and Prince Edward Island. This MOU 
aims to promote international policy contributions, exchange innovative 
water practices, and identify investment opportunities, with the inclusion 
of other islands, like Malta, expected soon.

Key speakers, including ISC Co-Chairs, Francesco Sindico and 
Óluva Eidesgaard, and IWRA President Yuanyuan Li, reflected on the 
Congress’ outcomes. Francesco highlighted the importance of ongoing 
collaboration, noting that an Islands Water Task Force  will soon be 
launched, and future meetings will ensure continued dialogue. Óluva 
expressed her gratitude for the seamless execution of the Congress and 
shared hopes that insights gained would shape policies in the Faroe 
Islands.

The closing ceremony also featured an artistic showcase, “the Water, 
water, everywhere, A story of water in words and sounds and images,” 
presented by Laurie Brinklow, Ryan Drew, and Laurie Langford. This 
was followed by Yuanyuan’s closing remarks, which celebrated the 
diverse perspectives shared and the growing “Islands Water Family.” He 
extended a heartfelt thank you to the Congress host and co-organiser, 
Jarðfeingi, as well as all participants and contributors. He looked forward 
to future collaborations and expansions of this initiative. 

Laurie Langford

Ryan Drew  

Laurie Brinklow  

https://islandswatercongress.org/
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LAUNCH OF THE TÓRSHAVN DIALOGUE 
ON SUSTAINABLE FRESHWATER 
MANAGEMENT ON ISLANDS!   
During the closing ceremony, an historic MoU was signed by the 
Faroe Islands, and Prince Edward Island! This agreement launches the 
Tórshavn Dialogue on Sustainable Freshwater Management on Islands, 
uniting efforts to strengthen sustainable water practices worldwide. This 
five-year commitment will bring together these island nations twice a 
year to share best practices, promote projects, and advance sustainable 
solutions. 
Click here to learn more 

“Our task now is to have a table 
where perhaps 10 or 20 people can 
sign this agreement” 
Høgni Hoydal, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign 
affairs, industry and trade, the 
Faroe Islands.

Stay tuned for more detailed summaries of all the sessions 
in our upcoming Final congress report.

Steven Myers, Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Action, Prince Edward Island, and Høgni Hoydal, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign affairs, industry and trade, Faroe Islands signing the MoU

“As we draw this inaugural islands 
water Congress to its end, I will go 
back home with a great sense of 
achievement. I truly hope this is not 
the end but only the start of a long 
journey ahead for other islands to 
join this family and unique network” 
Yuanyuan Li, IWRA President 

https://islandswatercongress.org/
https://www.iwra.org/historicmou-faroeislands/
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CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY 
WITH IWRA  
We thank you for your participation and engagement in the Congress 
and invite you to become an IWRA member to join or lead our thematic 
task forces or Geographic Chapters, including the soon-to-be-launched 
IWRA Islands Water Congress Task Force. As a member, you’ll have 
the opportunity to contribute to IWRA’s key initiatives and help shape 
the future of water management in island regions and beyond.

An IWRA Membership also gives you access to a global network of over 
5,000 water professionals and practitioners, chance to promote your 
achievements within our network, exclusive discounts on events for 
paying members, and access to publications. Join IWRA today and take 
advantage of these valuable benefits. 
Learn more here: www.iwra.org/members 

Stay engaged with IWRA through our upcoming events, webinars, and 
publications, where you can continue to learn, connect, and make a 
difference.

https://islandswatercongress.org/
https://www.iwra.org/task-forces/
https://www.iwra.org/task-forces/
https://www.iwra.org/geographic-chapters/
https://www.iwra.org/members/
https://www.iwra.org/members/ 
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Until We Meet Again!
We look forward to seeing you at future IWRA events, including the IWRA World Water Congress and the next 
Islands Water Congress in 2026. Until we meet again, we hope you stay engaged in the ongoing mission to 
ensure sustainable water management around the world!

https://islandswatercongress.org/


International Water Resources Association (IWRA)
islands.congress@iwra.org
www.iwra.org

JARÐFEINGI 
jardfeingi@jardfeingi.fo

www.jf.fo

Partner sponsors

Platinum sponsor

Gold sponsor Silver sponsor Bronze sponsors

STAY CONNECTED  
AND JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

If you’re active on social media, we encourage you to share your 
experience from the Islands Water Congress, including any photos or 

memorable moments. 

Don’t forget to use the hashtag #IslandsWaterCongress2024 in 
your posts and tag @IWRA and @JARÐFEINGI in your posts. 

IWRA will gladly repost your contributions to help keep the conversation 
going! Let’s keep the discussion going and share your experiences, ideas, 

and takeaways globally!
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https:// www.iwra.org
https://www.jf.fo

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093483814302
https://www.instagram.com/islandswatercongress/
https://twitter.com/IslandsWater
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-water-resources-association/
https://islandswatercongress.org/



