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WHO IS WRA?

• We are a conservation organization with more 
than 30 years experience in the Intermountain 
West

• We use law, science, and economics to craft 
innovative solutions to the most pressing 
environmental challenges 

• We work to conserve western lands, advance 
clean energy, ensure healthy rivers, and protect 
air quality throughout the region

Western Resource Advocates

OUR MISSION: Western Resource Advocates is dedicated to 
protecting the West’s land, air, and water to ensure that 

vibrant communities exist in balance with nature. 
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Year What it did (major elements) Citations 

Colorado River Compact 1922 Apportioned river flow between Upper 
and Lower Basins

45 U.S. Stat. 
1057

Boulder Canyon Project Act 1928 Ratified Compact; authorized Boulder 
Canyon Dam

45 Stat. 1057

Treaty with Mexico 1944 Apportioned river flow between the 
United States and Mexico

59 Stat. 1219

Upper Colorado River Basin 
Compact

1948 Apportioned Upper Basin waters among 
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and 
Wyoming

63 Stat. 31 
(1949)

Colorado River Storage Project 
Act

1956 Authorized several projects, including 
Glen Canyon Dam

43 U.S.C 620

Arizona v. California decision 1963 Settled Lower Basin apportionments 
among Arizona, California, and 
Nevada (as first proposed in 1928)

373 U.S. 546 
(1963)

Colorado River Basin Project 
Act

1968 Authorized the Central Arizona Project, 
and required preparation of Annual 
Operating Plan (AOP) for the two 
major dams (Hoover and Glen 
Canyon)

43 U.S.C. 1501

Minute 242 1973 Established salinity criteria for deliveries 
to Mexico

Treaty minutes 
available at 
www.ibwc.gov/

Colorado River Basin Salinity 
Control Act

1974 Created basinwide salinity control 
program

43 U.S.C. 1571

Grand Canyon Protection Act 1992 Established reservoir operating criteria 
at Glen Canyon to balance hydropower 
and environmental concerns

106 Stat. 4669

Interim Guidelines (Colorado 
River Interim Guidelines for 
Lower Basin Shortages and 
the Coordinated Operations 
for Lake Powell and Lake 
Mead) 

2007 Provided for coordinated reservoir 
operations of Lake Powell and Lake 
Mead, and defined Lower Basin 
curtailment schedules. Promoted 
conservation and storage in Lower 
Basin, implicitly creating multi-year 
accounting.

www.usbr.gov/lc/r
egion 
/programs/ 
strategies/FEIS/ 
index.html

Minute 319 2012 Expanded US/Mexico cooperation on 
river management especially regarding 
storage, curtailments, and delta 
recovery

Treaty minutes 
available from 
IBWC: 
(www.ibwc.gov/)

Minute 323 2017 Extended terms of Minute 319, provided 
for emergency curtailments, funding 
for conservation projects in Mexico, 
and further restoration of the delta 

Treaty minutes 
available from 
IBWC: 
(www.ibwc.gov/)
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“A palpable sense of optimism and pride that 
such innovation is possible has emerged in 
recent years, even as reservoir levels remain 
dangerously low.” Kenney, et al., “The Colorado River Basin”, forthcoming
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Thanks!
John Berggren

John.Berggren@westernresources.org

720-763-3729


